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Definition of Terms

Term

Definition

Baseline Conditions

A description of the environmental setting in which a project is to be developed; for example, nature
of terrain/landscape, location of populated areas, ecological resources, agriculture, air quality, noise
etc.

Construction The time period corresponding to any event, process, or activity that occurs during the construction
phase (for example, building of site, buildings, and processing units) of the proposed project. This
phase terminates when the project goes into full operation or use.

Contractor Any person or company employed under contract (irrespective of period of contract or employment)

Decommissioning

The time period corresponding to any event, process, or activity that occurs during the
decommissioning phase (destruction or dismantling) of the proposed project. The decommissioning
phase follows the operation phase.

Discharge (emission,
effluent, waste)

Any release of pollutant(s) into the environment, be it of a gaseous, liquid, or solid nature, or a
combination thereof.

A Discharge falls into one of three categories:

e Adischarge into the atmosphere,

e A discharge of liquid,

e Any other type of discharge, for example solid waste disposal.

Environmental
Component or Aspect

An attribute or constituent of the environment (that is, air quality; marine water; geology, seismicity,
soil, and groundwater; marine ecology; terrestrial ecology; noise; traffic; socio-economic; archaeology)
that may be impacted by the proposed project.

Ecology

A term used to describe the biological community structure in an area, including the presence of rare
or endangered species.

Emission

A direct or indirect release of substances, vibration, heat, or noise from an installation into air, water,
or land.

Environmental Hazard

Any substance, physical effect, or condition with potential to harm people, property, or the
environment.

Environmental Impact

A positive or negative impact that occurs on an environmental component as a result of the proposed
project. This impact can be directly or indirectly caused by the project’s different phases (that is,
construction, operation, and decommissioning (if required)).

Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA)

An EIA report is a comprehensive document that, within the context of the federal laws of Abu Dhabi
Emirate and the jurisdiction of EAD, serves as a planning tool to guide the evaluation of environmental
impacts and potential mitigation and monitoring efforts associated with a proposed project within Abu
Dhabi Emirate.

Hazard Same as Environmental Hazard.

Monitoring The measurement of the properties of a material (such as a discharge) or [usually] the sampling of a
material together with immediate or subsequent analysis or other form of measurement.

Operation The time period corresponding to any event, process, or activity that occurs during the operation phase
(fully functioning) of the proposed project. The operation phase follows the construction phase and
terminates when the project goes into the decommissioning phase.

Project or Study Area  The study area is determined based on the area of influence of Project effects.

Project Site The physical area within which all phases (that is, construction, operation, and decommissioning (if
required)), processes, and activities of the proposed Project will take place.

Pollutant A substance, material, or energy whose discharge to, or concentration in, the environment as a result
of industrial activity is subject to regulations and/or guidelines, which may be expressed in terms of
composition, concentration, total discharge rate, pollutant discharge rate, or a combination of these.

Pollution Any emission as a result of human activity which may be harmful to human health and/or the quality

of the environment, cause offence to any human senses, result in damage to material property, or
impair or interfere with amenities and other legitimate uses of the environment.

Residual Impact

A potential environmental impact that is associated with the proposed project that is not addressed as
part of the recommended mitigation measures (that is, not mitigated as part of the proposed project).

Sensitive Receptors

Include areas where the occupants are more susceptible to the adverse effects of exposure to
environmental pollutants as a result of a Project.

Standard

A prescribed set of rules, conditions, or requirements. Standard is an all-inclusive term denoting
specifications, recommended practices, procedures, guidelines, philosophies, and handbooks.

Terms of Reference
(ToR) for an EIA

The initial stage of EIA process involves a review of available data pertaining to a Project, its expected
environmental aspects, and the extent and degree of its potential impacts. This stage requires
submission of a ToR, which provides the proposed coverage of an EIA exercise by the Project Owner
or an authorised Environmental Consultant.

Waste Wide ranging term taken to include any scrap material, effluent or unwanted surplus substance or
article which requires to be disposed of. Explosive and radioactive wastes are included. Emissions
are excluded.
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